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A New Church-planting Pastor in 
Colorado Springs, CO.

Greetings from Springs! Brenda and I moved 
here in September 2020 from Ripon, CA where I 
was chaplain at Bethany Home, an all-level-care 
facility for seniors and Brenda taught high school 
English at Ripon Christian Schools. We have 
been blessed by the warm Christian community 
at Covenant as well as the spectacular mountain 
views.

So far, we have had the blessing of safely meeting in 
person each Sunday morning, while some members join via 
Zoom. Evening worship has been held virtually. We thank the 
Lord for the 20 - 30 members and visitors who regularly attend. 

Since the start of this church plant in 2011, leadership has 
been a challenge. That is why we thank the Lord for Elder Will 
Kim, who has faithfully continued to serve at Covenant URC for 
many years. We rejoice that he has been joined by Deacon Sean 
Vasas, all under the oversight of our mother church, Coram Deo 
URC in Littleton. Please pray for these men as they minister to 
our members.

We also thank the Lord for numerical growth. We currently 
have three families in the process of transferring membership 
to Covenant church and one upcoming Profession of Faith of 
a youth from the church. Please pray for these new members 

as they fully join the life of our 
growing fellowship.

I have recently started a Book 
Study via Zoom of J.I. Packer’s 
Knowing God. Brenda will be 
holding a similar study with the 
women of the church. We pray 
that this will grow all of us in our 
knowledge, understanding, and 
love for our Lord and His glory. 

This month, I begin teaching 
Introduction to Systematic Theology 

at New Geneva Theological Seminary. This is a 16-week class, 
open to our congregation and others to participate. I hope 
this will lead to strong connections with other Reformed 
churches in our city. An additional opportunity is (for the 4th 
time) teaching Introduction to Reformation History for the Baltic 
Reformed Theological Seminary in Riga, Latvia. This is through 
ITEM (International Theological Education Ministry) and will 
be done virtually. An exciting aspect is that students from 
Russia and Belarus will join the others in Riga, Latvia! While 
in Ripon, I recorded a class on Christian Living which ITEM 
used for church leaders in various parts of India. Recently, I 
joined a live Q & A session (via Zoom), which I was thrilled to 
facilitate. Even though travelling abroad and meeting in person 
has been largely shut down… God is not hindered in His work! 
His kingdom will never fail!

It’s an honor and privilege to join God’s people in obeying 
the Great Commission in Springs. We request your prayers 
for Covenant church, that our leadership and membership 
might grow in grace and numbers, and that we might have a 
passionate heart for outreach in this large city. 

Pastor Harms can be reached at: 
harms.fritz.60@gmail.com

Colorado Springs, CO 
Pastor Fritz & Brenda Harms
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New Video Interviews!
Video interviews with Rev. Harms and Rev. 
Hegeman are available at urcnamissions.org



BOOM AND ZOOM

The year 2020 will be known as the COVID-19 year. Boom, 
many business and travel plans were shut down. Zoom, 
many missionaries turned to the internet to communicate 
with their people.

The year started out as normal. I went to the Dominican 
Republic in January. I taught a weekly course on the minor 
prophets at Walker State Prison in nearby Georgia. We had our 
annual Joint Venture Committee meeting and International 
Academic Dean’s meeting in February. During the first week 
in March I did the first quarterly ‘prison run’ to visit prisons 
in Florida. Little did we know we would be in for a boom, that 
most of the doors would be closed in the 24 prisons we work 
in. We adjusted to offer more correspondence type courses.

I read the master level thesis of several Cuban teachers and 
other Spanish speaking writers. Also, the inmates studying at 
the master’s level had a good year for finishing up their writing 
of courses. From Walker prison: Jeremy Prather (Philippians, 
Introduction to Reformed Theology), Timothy Redden 
(Colossians), Gordon Briggs (I Peter), Kevin Hooper (I John), 
and our national MINTS Seminary In-Prison coordinator and 
teacher at Walker, Barry Smith (Deuteronomy). We also had 
our first Doctor of Ministry inmate graduate, Derek Crocker. 
He wrote on Daniel, Esther, Ruth, and Job.

This lockdown year was a time 
for intense writing. I wrote and re-
wrote courses on Esther, Habakkuk 
(Spanish), Daniel, Isaiah, and 
also the courses Christian God in 
USA Prisons, and Prison Pastoral 
Counseling. With the gracious help of 
fellow missionary Larry Buckman, 
we videoed three courses this year 
in his studio in Lakeland, FL.

Barry set up a weekly zoom prayer 
meeting with the coordinators, 
developers, and volunteers for 
MINTS Seminary in prison. We 
rejoice that there were 37 inmate 
graduates in 2020.

Spanish Zoom classes really took off. We did the Ancient 
Church History course in Ecuador; two Revelation courses in 
Colombia; Revelation in Bolivia and in Venezuela; Habakkuk 
in Peru; Mythology, Science and Theology; as well as Christ 
Sanctifies Culture, in Mexico.

While Zoom classes and meetings increased, the number of 
Hispanic graduates dipped to 68 in 2020. Quite a few studied 
through the Spanish MINTS On-Line program with Jaime 
Morales.

I visited and preached at supporting United 
Reformed churches included Pantego, 
Cornerstone (Hudsonville), Bethany Reformed 
(Wyoming), Dutton, and four times at Trinity 
Reformed Church in Cape Coral, my calling 
church.

This was the year we found out that Sandy 
has Parkinsons. With meds, she is stable 
and continues to supply-teach in neighboring 
schools, tutor, and train Chinese students via 
internet and the VIPKids program. 

We look forward to 2021 with the anticipation 
that correspondence courses in prison, Zoom 
classes and regular classes outside of prison will 
be blessed and continue.

MINTS International Seminary 
Rev. Neal & Sandy Hegeman
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