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Leading, Equipping, & 
Reaching Creatively
Despite chaotic circumstances, we continue 
to meet regularly every Sunday in the 
church sanctuary for our worship services. 
On October 4th, we started an exciting fall 
preaching series entitled “Awaken Joy: A 
journey towards gratitude”. Currently we 
have on average 23 people in attendance. In 
addition, pastor Taylor Kern is publishing a 
bi-weekly podcast devotional to encourage 
the members from the scriptures in this 
trying season. Also, since the start of the 
lockdown, pastor Taylor Kern has partnered 
with the Reformed Latin American Seminary 
in Cochabamba, Bolivia. He has taught two 
seminary courses; the first was on the Doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit, and the second was on the Wisdom Literature in the 
Old Testament. All classes, as well as the live conversations 
with the students, were recorded and published online for the 
viewing and edification of our members here in Ontario, CA. 
The videos and podcasts have been shared amongst family 
and friends to a reach a wide audience with the pure gospel & 
robust reformed theology in the Spanish Language.  
 
Progress:
We are grateful to God that we have persevered and retained 
our regular members/visitors during the Covid-19 lockdown. In 
addition, we have a visiting family of 4 that soon will start our 
membership class this fall (Their names are Connie, Jose, Omar, 
& Abraham). 

 
Support:
Why churches should support 
us? Over 70% of the population 
in the city of Ontario is 
ethnically Hispanic, and 34% of 
residents are Spanish speakers. 
This demographic shift is a 
trend that continues to grow. 
What is more, most Latinos in 
our community are either lost 

in the empty traditions and idolatry of Roman Catholicism 
or in the throes of unbiblical Pentecostalism. In both extremes 
there is no true gospel to be found. The need for missions to 
our Spanish Speaking neighbors here in Ontario of Southern 
California is great and growing. 
 
Gratefully in Christ,

Pastor Taylor Kern

Ontario, CA
Pastor Taylor & Ariana Kern
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We would like to introduce STM - Summer 
Training in Missions. This is an intensive 7 week 
missions program for young adults that includes 
Bible, cross-cultural mission, language training, as 
well as practical experience on the foreign field.  
We are praying, planning, and projecting to base 
this program in Mexico in the summer of 2021, 
DV. For more information please contact Pastor 
Rich Bout (urcnamissions@gmail.com) or Rob 
Brinks (rob@rms.org).

Is the Lord calling you 
to serve in missions?  



Grace Reformed Church

Brothers and sisters in the URCNA, 
Greetings from Jersey City! 
The expression “May you live in interesting times” has 
been true of our congregation, as it has been for, no 
doubt, all URC congregations, this country, and the entire 
world. The pandemic, with its attendant policies, has 
been on everyone’s mind for most of this year. In New 
Jersey, we were prohibited from meeting starting March 
22. We did not re-open for worship until June 29. 

Through this time, God was merciful to us in Jersey 
City. There were no positive cases or infections in the 
congregation, even as many continued to go to work “on-
site.” Although some of our church members had family who 
tested positive, the extended families all recovered well. A 
number of members were furloughed from their jobs. All but 
one have returned. 

Throughout these months, services were livestreamed 
via YouTube, and Zoom videoconferencing was used for 
Sunday “fellowship” in the afternoon and evening. Even now, 
we continue to use Zoom for our weekly Bible study and 
weekly prayer meeting. When we re-opened, we celebrated 
the baptism of a covenant child born on Leap Day. We have 
also welcomed a few first-time visitors to worship. They 
discovered us during the pandemic via YouTube (and other 
outlets), and are now part of a new membership class (there 

are 10 persons in the class). I look forward to seeing all of 
our members return to worship. There are a few who have 
decided to stay home during this time. 

My work has been recently focused on making sure we’re 
all moving forward in Christ. It’s easy in this time of “social 
distancing” to be “spiritual distanced” from Christ and His 
body— the last thing any Christian should do. Especially 
pertinent has been preaching the victory of Christ amidst 
our suffering. People didn’t start dying when COVID-19 
was announced. Since the Fall, death has surrounded us. 
Although people in our metropolitan area may be more 
aware of their mortality, without Christ they have no true 
hope, no lasting confidence, no Conqueror who can deliver 

them from the fear of death and God’s wrath. When you 
don’t fear God, you fear everything else in life. And it’s in 
this milieu that we get to minister the comfort of Christ 
to a hopeless world. There’s much work to be done. I 
reminded the congregation as we reopened that our task 
is similar to Nehemiah’s— rebuild the worship of God and 
the walls of the city (as a church and as Christians in this 
culture). Please pray for us as we engage our city with a 
number of new evangelistic initiatives this November and 
December. May God continue to build His Church. Amen.

 In Christ, Rev. Samuel Perez

       Jersey City, NJ 
Pastor Sam & Emily Perez
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It’s not only what you know, but what you do 
that matters.

Personal & Corporate Posture 

I have written five previous articles on the subject of local 
evangelism encouraging and exhorting lay members of the 
Church to be active in evangelistic efforts. If you have been 
following along then I must ask you this question – are you 
putting these things into practice? That is really the bottom line of 
the Christian religion after all. Orthodoxy must be accompanied 
by orthopraxis. We in the Reformed world tend to be cerebral 
and intellectual. We love to discuss and read about doctrine and 
theology. But at least as important is putting it all into practice. 
Jesus taught that only those go to heaven “who do the will of 
my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7). Paul’s letters are structured 
by doctrine first then practice. James teaches that “faith without 
deeds is dead” (2:26).

We cannot settle for saying we are Reformed in doctrine but not 
in practice. We may not be content with believing the correct 
things unless we are also doing the right things. I have previously 
challenged you that the area of evangelism is a weakness in our 
churches. We are in need of reformation at just this point. So, 
come on, get going! Let me help you prepare further for this work.
Here are some preparations for you to become engaged in 
evangelistic activity:

1.	You	must	have	an	infinite	capacity	for	disappointment.	
Get ready for this, for it can certainly be one of the most 
discouraging aspects of evangelism. You will invest time 
and effort and your heart into somebody only to have them 
disappoint you. Here is where the sovereignty of God is 
very helpful. Remember that we are only instruments in His 
Hands. One sows, another waters, but God gives the growth 
(1 Cor.3:7). Jesus taught that He has His sheep out there, and 
they “must come” (John 10:16). We need to be available for 
Him to use.

2.	Be	patient	with	people	and	give	them	your	time. 
 In our hustle, bustle days perhaps nothing communicates 

your concern and sincerity more than giving people your time. 
Most people are not converted in a dramatic moment but it 
occurs at the conclusion of a series of events or encounters 
over time. There will be questions asked, baggage dealt with, 
‘issues’ of family, history, etc. that may need to be dealt with. 
Hang in there and demonstrate your sincere concern for their 

spiritual well being. I have found this to be a valuable asset 
in my local evangelism. Particularly in New York City where 
most people won’t give you the time of day, when people see 
you spending your time with them and for them it makes an 
impact.

 Is there a time to stop witnessing? Yes. Jesus teaches that 
we are not to throw our pearls before swine. Paul at times 
said “Your blood be on your own heads” and then moved on. 
When is that point? When the context is examined I would 
say it is when there is a self-conscious, hostile rejection of 
the message. At that point you may move on.

3.	You	must	possess	a	love	for	the	lost. 
 How do you get that? First, you have to see yourself as 

a sinner deserving of nothing from God but His wrath and 
judgment. You and I are sinners saved by grace alone. There 
was nothing we did or that we are, in ourselves, to commend 
us to God. How you see yourself will affect how you see 
others. You cannot be self-righteous and be an effective 
evangelist. Do you see ‘sinners’ as beneath you or less than 
you? Or do you see them with eyes of pity and compassion 
as those who are ‘lost’? Just think of what that term really 
means; lost in this life and lost for all eternity unless they 
repent and believe in Jesus.

 Second, you need to see them as those who will suffer the 
horrors of hell for all eternity. Meditate on the doctrine of 
hell, pray as you consider it. It is truly frightening! I hope it 
will affect you so that you will never look at a person in the 
same way again. Can you look at them, know that hell is their 
destiny (apart from Christ’s blood and righteousness), and 
remain unmoved? Remember, hell is what you were saved 
from in God’s infinite and incomprehensible grace. Don’t you 
want that for others?

4.	You	must	make	room	for	sinners	in	your	congregation. 
I thank God for the treasures and traditions He has given us 
in our churches. There is over 400 years of faithful Christian 
influence and culture. I have benefited immensely from my 
own association with the Dutch Reformed. But you know 
what? New converts do not have that. It is unrealistic and 
unreasonable to expect them to be ‘up to speed’ on the 
culture of our churches! Those things with which you were 
raised and which you might take for granted are totally 
unfamiliar to a new convert. They need to be lovingly taught 
and brought up to speed on many things. We have riches to 
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A Humble Effort to Promote Local Evangelism
By Pastor Paul Murphy, church planter in NYC

EXTENDED



share, but until they get it, what is called for is longsuffering.

 How would somebody be received in your church if they 
came into the narthex with a McDonalds coffee cup?  Or if 
they were in a t-shirt and cut-off jeans? Or if they had tattoos 
and piercings all over? Come on now, be honest. If Samson, 
Barak, Jepthah and Gideon can be found in the hall of fame of 
faith then I suggest that sinners should be welcomed into our 
midst. If the Bible teaches us anything it is that saving grace 
and massive imperfections can co-exist in the same person 
(e.g., David).

5.	Create	a	welcoming	atmosphere	for	visitors	at	worship.	
Have you ever been a first time visitor to a strange church? It 
can be intimidating. You know nobody, are unfamiliar with how 
to act and ignorant of how to worship. Yet we often expect 
visitors to be on the same page as the rest of us!

 Be sensitive to such people and put yourself in their shoes. 
Make sure they get introduced to people, help them during 
worship (where in the Bible is Haggai? which hymnal are we 
using?), extend an invitation to coffee or even lunch after 
worship, make sure that they are included in the conversations 
(not everybody can play Dutch bingo!). It would be a good 
exercise for you to visit a strange church just to know what it 
is like. Then you can better identify with visitors.

Let the words of a familiar hymn be your prayer:

 O lead me, Lord, that I may lead

 The wandering and the wavering feet

 O use me, Lord, use even me

 Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where.

EXTENDED
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